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“With the end of WWII, America found itself the richest and most powerful country in the world.  But almost as soon as the “hot war” was over, it was replaced by a tense and perilous “cold war”.  This was not just a struggle among nations, but between the political ideologies of capitalism and communism.  It would last for 50 years and at times get very “warm” 
– U.S. History for Dummies
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February 1945:

Allies meet:  (USA, Great Britain, and USSR)
A.) Created United Nations (permanent most powerful nations in UN = USA, GB, France, USSR, and China = all the WWII winners!)

B.) Declaration of Liberated Europe:  allies agreed to allow all European nations choose their own government
C.) What to do with Poland?
· Allies couldn’t agree, USSR wants Poland as a buffer zone. (it’s in-between Germany and the Russians)

· Compromise = Poland will be free, but Soviets will help them hold their elections (Stalin ends up cheating, Poland becomes communist)

D.) What to do with Germany?

· USSR fear safety = wants to keep a G down = reparations
· USA doesn’t want reparations, wants Germany to rebuild and become a trade partner.
· Compromise = divide Germany into Four Zones, each ally gets a piece and they decide what to do with it..
E.) Last thing discusses = USA promises Stalin lots of land if he helps the US fight Japan…Stalin agrees.
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July 1945:

Allies meet:  
A.)  Warn Japan to surrender

B.)   USA & USSR argue about Germany’s reparations
· USA wants Germany to recover (why?)                     USSR wants Germany to pay big time (why?)

· Truman tells Stalin about atomic bomb…bullying?

· USSR leaves conference and starts “occupying” Eastern Europe

· Satellite Nations = not under direct control of USSR, but definitely influenced…by communists!!??
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Churchill = The “Iron Curtain”; Soviets are spreading Communism

USA’s Goal = Containment
How? (1947)
A.) Truman Doctrine = USA will come to the aid of any nation who’s government is being pressured by an outside nation.
B.) Marshall Plan = USA will send money to help European nations recover from the war 
True Purpose?





Watch









