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Wilson’s “New Freedom” Domestic Policy
After Woodrow Wilson election as President in 1912 the new chief executive lost no time in embarking on his program of reform. He immediately took charge of the government. “The President is at liberty, both in law and conscience, to be as big a man he can. His capacity will set the limit,” Wilson had once written. During his eight years as president, Wilson demonstrated his power as he crafted reforms affecting tariffs, the banking system, trusts, and worker’s rights.

	
	What were the aims of each piece of legislation?

	Federal Trade Act
	


	Clayton Antitrust Act
	

	Underwood Tariff
	

	Sixteenth Amendment
	

	Federal Reserve Act
	


Wilson’s “Missionary” Foreign Diplomacy

As president, Wilson resolved to “strike a new note in international affairs” and to see that “sheer honesty and even unselfishness . . . should prevail over nationalistic self-seeking in American foreign policy.” Wilson strongly opposed imperialism. He also believed that democracy was essential to a nation’s stability and prosperity, and that the United States should promote democracy in order to ensure a peaceful world free of revolution and war. During Wilson’s presidency, however, other forces at work at home and aboard frustrated his hopes to lead the world by moral example. In fact Wilson’s first international crisis was awaiting him when he took office in March of 1913.
	American Action
	Consequences of that action

	Wilson uses a minor incident with Mexico as an excuse to occupy Veracruz
	


	Wilson recognizes the Carranza government
	

	Wilson refuses Carranza’s demand to withdraw US troops sent into Mexico to capture Pancho Villa
	


